English 125: College Writing

Winter 2011

Tuesdays and Thursdays 10:00-11:30

Contact Information
Instructor: Sarah Swofford

Email: scswoff@umich.edu

Office: Tisch 3023 C

Office hours: M 12:30-1:30, T 1:15-2:15

Overview
Course Description
"This writing course focuses on the creation of complex, analytic, well-supported arguments that matter in academic contexts. Students work closely with their peers and the instructor to develop their written prose. Readings cover a variety of different genres and academic disciplines."

Simply put, the goal for this class is to help you become a better academic writer.  We will accomplish this goal by exploring what academic writing is, how "good" academic writers operate, and how we develop arguments in an academic setting as we explore the theme "The Power of Words and Thought."   You can expect to complete various small writing assignments and four formal essays during the course of the semester.  You will need to prepare some out-of-class reading, and we will workshop our essays together as we focus on revision and the writing process.  The culmination of the course will be your writing portfolio, where you will have the opportunity to showcase your best work.

Student Learning Goals
In English 125, students will learn the following:
· To produce complex, analytic, well-supported arguments that matter in academic contexts. 

· To read, summarize, analyze, and synthesize complex texts purposefully in order to generate and support writing. 

· To demonstrate an awareness of the strategies that writers use in different rhetorical situations. 

· To develop flexible strategies for organizing, revising, editing, and proofreading writing of varying lengths to improve development of ideas and appropriateness of expression. 

· To collaborate with peers and the instructor to define revision strategies for particular pieces of writing, to set goals for improving writing, and to devise effective plans for achieving those goals. 

Required Text
Please purchase a coursepack.  Other readings (as applicable) will be posted on CTools.  You are expected to bring a hard copy of all readings to class.
Course Grading:
English 125 is graded on an A through F scale:           

	A
	93-100%

	A-
	90-92.9%

	B+
	87-89.9%

	B
	83-86.9%

	B-
	80-82.9%

	C+
	77-79.9%

	C
	73-76.9%

	C-
	70-72.9%

	D
	60-70%

	F
	Less than 60%


 
	Paper 1—Literacy Narrative (4-6 pgs)
	150 points

	Paper 2—Lit Review (8-11 pgs—group project)
	150 points

	Paper 3—Academic Essay (7-8 pgs)
	175 points

	Paper 4—Remediated Essay (paper 3 revised for a new audience/context/medium) (4-5)
	125 points

	Portfolio (includes revised paper, at least 5 pages long)
	200 points

	Homework/Process Pieces
	75 points

	Workshops and peer reviews
	75 points

	Grammar/Usage Presentation
	50 points

	Total Number of Points
	1000 points


Late work policy: All work in this course must be turned in on time to receive credit.  If you miss class on the day an assignment is due, the assignment must be turned in before the beginning of class in order to receive credit.  Because I recognize that sometimes there are circumstances beyond our control, I allow one “life happens” extension.  This extension allows an additional five calendar days to complete the assignment.  As a courtesy, I would appreciate prior notice if you know in advance you will need to use this extension.  I suggest you plan carefully and use your extension wisely.  You may not use this extension on the final portfolio project.
It is your responsibility to ensure that assignments are submitted to me on time.

 

Attendance and participation policy: It is vital that you attend all course meetings, as the work we do in class will help you successfully complete your assignments.  If you know in advance that you will miss class, please let me know so I can help you know what you need to complete your assignments for that class meeting.  If you have an emergency or are ill, please let me know as soon as possible, so I can help you stay caught up with your assignments.  If you miss more than two classes this term, excluding documented illnesses, religious holidays, or representing the University in athletic or other events; your final grade will be lowered by one-third of a letter grade for each additional absence.  Five absences can result in failing the course.

 

Tardies:  To maximize instructional time and minimize distractions, I expect students to arrive to class promptly.  Three tardies will count as one absence.

Participation:  We will engage in a variety of activities this term.  Please come to class prepared to discuss all readings and drafts and ready to participate as individuals, small groups, and as a whole class in activities and discussions.

I am here to help you, and there is nothing I want more than to see my students be successful.  If you are struggling with an assignment, email me or come see me during my office hours.  Don’t drown!

 

Assignments:

Major Writing Assignments
We will complete four major writing assignments this term, each of which will involve multiple drafts with lots of opportunity for feedback and revision. I will give out detailed assignment handouts for each of these projects. 

 
End-of-Term Portfolio
At the end of the term, your final assignment for this course will be a writing portfolio.  The portfolio assignment is posted on CTools.

Grammar/Usage Presentation

To help yourself (and your classmates) handle tricky grammar and usage issues that arise in academic writing, each of you will be assigned one issue to give a 12-15 minute (plus time for your classmates to ask questions) presentation on in class.  This needs to be a polished, prepared, researched presentation and you will be required to provide a handout for the class.  During the first week, we will talk about my expectations, possible topics, and sign up for presentation days.
 

Other Assignments
Throughout the semester, you will be required to complete smaller writing assignments as part of the writing process.  Please remember that the purpose of these assignments is to help you build the skills and academic resources you will need for each of the major writing assignments.


Workshops and Conferences

Writing workshops are an excellent way to refine your skills.  We will workshop and peer review your drafts, both in small groups (in and out of class) and as a whole class.  We will use these workshops as an opportunity to learn to give effective feedback—a skill you will use in both the academic and professional worlds.  You will be assigned to a peer-editing group at the beginning of the semester, and your work with this group and in our workshops will be calculated as part of your final grade in the course.  I will explain how the workshopping/peer editing process will work during the first week of class.

You will also be required to attend two mandatory conferences during the semester.  Missing (or being late for) these conferences will count as an absence and will affect your grade.

 

Readings
As my 7th grade English teacher once wisely told me, “Readers write, and writers read.”  We will be reading in this course to facilitate our quest to become better writers.  Expect to read a variety of genres, including the works of your fellow classmates.  All of your course readings will be available for download on CTools or as a coursepack.  We will talk about some strategies for the tough bits, but I do expect you to complete all readings and be prepared to discuss at each class meeting.

 
Other Notes

Formatting
In general, academic papers should be double-spaced, in 12-point Times New Roman font, with one-inch margins. Your last name and the page number should appear in the upper right corner of each page (all of these requirements are based on MLA format, something we’ll be discussing this term). Save a tree and print double-sided, if you can.  For our remediated assignment, you’ll have the opportunity to choose your medium, so the formatting you choose should reflect the conventions of that medium.  “Proper” formatting is really a matter of considering your audience’s expectations and needs, so we’ll discuss this in greater detail throughout the semester.

 
Plagiarism
The University of Michigan defines plagiarism as “Submitting a piece of work (for example, an essay, research paper, work of art, assignment, laboratory report) which in part or in whole is not entirely the student’s own work without attributing those same portions to their correct source.”

 

Basically, all of the work you submit for this course must be your own, original work.  If you use an idea from a source for a paper, great!  Cite it.  If you aren’t sure whether you need to cite a source, or if you think you may be relying too heavily on a source, come see me.  I’ll help you figure it out.  If you commit an act of academic dishonesty, you will fail the assignment and most likely the entire course.  I will report the infraction to the academic dean and the English Department.

For more on the Department of English's plagiarism policy, click here.

Classroom Conduct
Your grades in this course will reflect your efforts, not any opinions you may express.  While I encourage an open exchange of ideas, in accordance with the University of Michigan’s policy and to foster a classroom culture of respect, I will not tolerate any discriminatory language or behavior in my classroom.

Use of Technology

All cell phone, iPods, and other personal electronic devices need to be turned off and put away during face to face discussions and activities.  Technology is a wonderful tool that we will make extensive use of during this semester, especially as we consider how to make arguments in differing media.  However, every tool needs to be wielded thoughtfully to be of the most use.  I will not allow the use of devices during class time.  Laptops will be permissible during certain activities, but non-class related activities (i.e. checking email, Facebook, or doing work for other classes) are not acceptable.


Accommodations
If you are entitled to disability accommodations, please contact me via email as soon as possible.  I am eager to help you in any way I can, and I will protect your confidentiality.  I work with the Office for Students with Disabilities (SSD), and if you have not already contacted them, I suggest you do so as quickly as possible.  Please email me before the second week of class if you would like to schedule a confidential meeting with me to go over your letter of approved accommodations from SSD.
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